
 

 

 

 

Welcome to Prince’s Mead School 

 

It is easy to be proud of a school like Prince’s Mead. When you make your first visit you 
immediately get a sense that it is more than just a school. Beautiful grounds, breath-
taking Georgian architecture and spectacular views over the South Downs see to that, as 
does the palpable sense of purpose among every member of our school community. But 
what is most important to us is our young people. 

 

When parents join the 
community of Prince’s Mead, 
we know that they are 
entrusting us with a great 
deal of responsibility: to 
ensure their child thrives and 
becomes the best they can 
be. To flourish, both at senior 
school and in their lives 
ahead, children need a 
holistic education backed up 
by outstanding pastoral care 
and where the skills and 
attitudes to navigate life’s 
highs and lows are inbuilt. 

 

Our pupils and our staff see every day as an opportunity; a chance to grow and a chance 
to learn. We hope you will provide us with the privilege of being part of your child’s 
journey in these precious early years and have every confidence that on leaving Prince’s 
Mead, they will be ready for the most outstanding senior schools in Hampshire and 
prepared for the opportunities of tomorrow. 

I look forward to welcoming you to Prince’s Mead. 

 

Peter Thacker 

Headmaster 
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Prince’s Mead is an intimate school,  
where partnerships with parents  
are established early on

We believe that in choosing to learn more  
about our school you may well have some specific 
questions you wish answered. These are to do with 
whether you believe this school will be right for 
your child, whether your child will be happy and 
just as vital; will you as a family be happy here?  

Prince’s Mead is an intimate school, with a limit on class 
numbers, where partnerships with parents are established 
early on, thus ensuring that all our pupils are nurtured 
and academically supported; therefore early registration 
is highly recommended. The Headmistress is eager for all 
parents and their children to visit the school in order to 
understand fully what we offer all the pupils in our care;  
it is for this very reason that the Headmistress gives 
personal tours to all prospective families.  

All pupils are assessed prior to joining the school.  
The younger children spend half  a day and the older  
pupils spend a day at school, working alongside other 
pupils of  the same age. No preparation is required  
for the assessment day and assessments take place  
during all three terms of  an academic year.  

All new families entering the school are given  
the names of  another family whose son or daughter 
is already in the school, in the same year group.  
We have found from past experience that this enables  
new families to build a relationship with other parents  
and children before their child starts at the school.
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We appeal to families; week-ends are  
your own so you can spend time with your 
family at the end of a busy working week

Historic Setting  
As a school, we are situated on a site where it is believed 
houses have stood since Saxon times but in the past three 
centuries there have been two Worthy Park Houses.  
The present house was built in 1820 and designed by the 
revered architect Sir Robert Smirke. Its impressive position 
with its extensive grounds, overlooking the Itchen Valley  
is a perfect home for the pupils of  the school. Prince’s 
Mead was founded in 1949 in Winchester and moved  
to its present location in 1999. 

It is a school with great family appeal; week-ends are 
your own so you can spend time with your family at the 
end of  a busy working week. Ours is a co-educational 
school specialising in the 4 – 11 age range. We believe 
that the whole atmosphere of  the school is ideally suited 
to encourage the development of  our children and we 
concentrate on preparing our pupils for the senior schools 
that are the most appropriate for them at the age of  11+. 
This is achieved through strong partnerships developed 
between children and teachers. 

Partnership  
We have regular meetings both formal and informal  
with parents in order that they can feel fully involved  
in the education of  their children. Parents can  
communicate with the school any way they wish;  
notes in the school diary, e-mail or informal chats  
at the end of  the school day.  

We recognise the vital input given by relatives and  
hold regular ‘Drop in Mornings’ and ‘Grandparents’  
Tea Parties’. Our weekly ‘Friday Prayers’ is considered  
by many parents to be ‘a window on school life’.  
This is a very important day for us as we all gather  
together with our families on a weekly basis to  
celebrate individual achievement and to participate  
in the spiritual life of  the school. In addition we  
have a very active Parents Association (PMA).  

We recognise the pressures of  daily life and to this  
end we give parents the opportunity to use our highly  
efficient fleet of  minibuses which collect children from  
a wide catchment area. We recognise that many of   
our parents work long days and the late bus service  
is specially popular. The price of  transport is included  
in the school fees. At times there may be a wait for bus 
places on certain routes, however we do our utmost  
to accommodate all requests. This service also educates  
the children in an awareness of  ‘Green Issues’ and  
shows them how they too can make a difference  
in caring for our World.

Embracing
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Inspiring  
As an institutional member of  the National Association  
of  Gifted Children we support their recommendations  
that parents of  gifted children choose a school that  
offers “challenging ...higher order thinking skills 
incorporated into the tasks that are set”. Our approach 
initially developed out of  our interest in the needs of   
pupils with special talents and abilities. We developed  
this further to give all pupils the chance to reason and 
explain their thinking, to listen and to build on the ideas 
of  others. All our pupils have the potential to achieve; 
they are all catered for in a curriculum that is challenging 
and creative. Whether by constructing kites, discussing the 
environment, writing to a local Member of  Parliament, 
fund raising for our link school in India or creating 
animation films in ICT, learning is challenging and fun.  

Our teachers are exceptional practitioners and they 
inculcate in the children a ‘love of  learning’ by giving  
them opportunities to think, negotiate, facilitate  
and create. The use of  specialist teachers ensures  
all our pupils can truly achieve their potential. 

Our teachers  
are exceptional  
practitioners  
and they inculcate 
in the children  
a ‘love of learning’ 
by giving them 
opportunities to  
think, negotiate,  
facilitate and create
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Enquiring  
For the twenty first century children need an excellent  
all round education. At Prince’s Mead we know that  
in order to succeed they need that little bit more.  

Our educational approach is designed to shape our pupils’ 
ability to think in ways that will enhance their future and 
give greater meaning and enjoyment to their lives right now.  

At Prince’s Mead our teaching programme for pupils aged 
4 to 11 offers them the opportunity to participate in lessons 
which serve both as a model of  rigorous thinking and as a 
celebration of  wonder and open-mindedness. All children, 
no matter what their academic profile, can gain much  
from the curriculum they are offered.  

We invest heavily in Information Communication 
Technology resources and we recognise that competence  
in this area is vital for our pupils in the future.  

Our classroom ‘communities of  enquiry’ build confidence 
in speaking and conducting negotiations, skills crucial  
in secondary school, university and professional life.  

The children are nurtured to achieve goals individually 
matched to their skill set, across all disciplines.

Achieving   
At Prince’s Mead we are proud of  our high academic 
standards. We also recognise that a school is so much  
more than pure academic achievement and to this  
end we strive to offer the pupils in our care a broad  
range of  varied opportunities.  

We believe that physical education is an important  
part of  a child’s development and we aim to educate  
the body as well as the mind. We believe in giving  
children a wide range of  physical experiences so that  
they can find areas that they enjoy and with which they  
can continue in the future.  

Using our extensive grounds and sports hall, the children 
are given a good grounding in the major sports and are 
encouraged to work on their own or as part of  a team. 
Good sportsmanship and fair play is an important factor 
in their participation. We compete against many schools in 
the area in a full range of  sports; we host tournaments and 
enter national competitions. We are aiming to pass on our 
enjoyment of  sport and to encourage participation for life.  

The music department plays a key role in the development 
of  the creative skills of  our pupils. We have an orchestra, 
ensembles, brass groups and a number of  choirs. 
Throughout the year many concerts and music workshops 
are held. Peripatetic instrumental teachers visit the school 
on a regular basis and offer pupils private lessons in a wide 
range of  instruments. Many of  these pupils have successfully 
taken either Associated board or Guildhall grade exams, 
with a high percentage gaining merit, distinction or honours.
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Visits from authors, composers, adventurers 
and mathematicians offer an insight into  
learning beyond the classroom

Children’s design technology projects and individual 
art work, examples of  which are seen in almost 
every area of  the school, enrich our daily life. The 
children benefit from being taught by specialists 
who believe that inspiration and hard work are the 
keys to success and that high standards are achieved 
through encouragement and high expectation borne 
of  challenge and most importantly, of  fun.  

Visits from authors, composers, adventurers and 
mathematicians offer an insight into learning beyond  
the classroom. Internal and external competitions such  
as the weekly Maths Puzzle, Music and Speech and  
Drama Festivals, Public Speaking competitions, sporting 
fixtures and House competitions also offer the breadth  
of  education that is intrinsic to our ethos. In addition,  
we arrange a wide range of  trips to enhance and 
supplement classroom learning. We also organise  
overseas trips and places visited have included  
Amsterdam, Barcelona, Santander and Normandy. 

The children are able to participate in a wide-ranging 
number of  extra curricular activities either at lunchtime  
or at the end of  the school day. These include art, 
computer club, chess, drama, gardening, music clubs, 
pottery and a full sports programme.  

All children in Year 4 and above participate in residential 
trips. Year 4 visit an outward-bound centre for a week’s 
residential course which fosters team building. Year 5 
spend two nights away, one of  which is spent in a  
home-made shelter, learning survival skills. Year 6  
also engage in a week’s residential learning leadership. 

As a school, we will find something that ensures every 
pupil will succeed and thrive. Everything we offer shapes 
the development of  our pupils and better prepares them 
for their life ahead. It is by looking at pupils as unique 
individuals that we are able to give them the confidence  
to move successfully on to their chosen senior schools.
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Enlivening
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Nurturing  
Prince’s Mead has a Christian Foundation with religious 
instruction in accordance with the Church of  England. 
We also recognise and value other world faiths and cultural 
differences within both the wider community and our school. 
Prince’s Mead is a harmonious community in which the 
values of  tolerance, loyalty and understanding have their 
place alongside the pursuit of  academic success. Collective 
worship is held on a daily basis throughout the school and 
takes a variety of  forms, culminating at the end of  the week 
with the very popular, ‘Friday Prayers.’  

Matron is a vital link between parents, children and teaching 
staff and is available to give advice should it be required. 
All staff are involved with the social welfare, as well as the 
academic development of  our pupils but Matron’s full time 
role is to ensure the physical well-being, happiness and 
pastoral care of  all our children. 

Prince’s Mead has a strong history  
of success in preparing its pupils  
for entry to Senior School education

Caring  
Through our commitment to helping with charities  
both at home and overseas, our children come to  
understand fully their role in society. Children give  
Harvest Festival food donations to Winchester Basics  
Bank, they support Rotary in sending gifts to children  
at Christmas and many other charities.  

The strong links the school has with a small rural school in 
Southern India has highlighted the experiences of  children 
in other corners of  the world. Sometimes a class has been 
enthused to raise funds for the school in order to purchase 
a simple classroom table or as a whole school we raise 
significant funds to, for instance, pay for the installation  
of  two outdoor adventure playgrounds.

Launching  
Prince’s Mead has a strong history of  success in preparing 
its pupils for entry to Senior School education, schools both 
near and far, day and boarding. Each academic year, our 
Year 6 pupils have been offered places in at least fifteen 
different schools.  

The Headmistress and teachers work closely with parents 
throughout a child’s journey through the school, to find out 
what parents are looking for in senior education and then 
advising them which school is the most likely to suit their child 
and fulfill their needs. We have a proven track record in this 
area and are delighted when we hear positive feedback from  
so many of  our old pupils, indicating that the right advice  
has been given and appropriate choices have been made.
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Our results speak for themselves;  our pupils 
have been awarded places at many of the leading 
senior schools in the country and academic, 
sports, music, art and drama scholarships  
have all been achieved in recent years
In keeping with our motto, ‘Fostering a Love of  
Learning’ we do not ‘hot house’ our younger pupils 
but allow them to develop and grow appropriate to 
their age and skills. Finally, following years of  careful 
and appropriate academic input, work in Years 5 and 
6 focuses on the formal preparation for senior school 
entrance examinations, culminating in a carefully planned 
programme of  practice tests in English, Mathematics, 
Science, Verbal and Non-Verbal Reasoning. 

Our results speak for themselves; our pupils have been 
awarded places at many of  the leading senior schools in 
the country and academic, sports, music, art and drama 
scholarships have all been achieved in recent years. Some 
of  these schools include Wycombe Abbey, Millfield, Downe 
House, King Edward V1, Cheltenham Ladies College, 
Lord Wandsworth College and St Swithun’s. 

Every year, a number of  pupils enter one of  the local state 
senior schools in the area, where we find that the strong 
conscientious attitude we have instilled in our children, 
stands all our 11 year olds in very good stead.

Achievement
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“He’s curious about the world,  
asks questions all the time”
Research scientist?

“She defends her ideas  
well and forcefully!” 
Lawyer?

“He persuades you with  
very good arguments” 
Politician?

“She can think outside the box” 
Creative director?

“He negotiates well and  
builds on others’ ideas” 
Corporate manager?

“She listens and cares  
deeply about the world” 
Global ecologist?

Tomorrow, 

who will your child be?
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